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Introduction 

A Rulebook for Arguments, by Dr. Anthony Weston, was developed to briefly 

introduce the reader to “the art of making arguments” organized in specific rules and lists 

instead of lengthy discussions (ix). Hackett Publishing Company of Indianapolis Indiana 

published this fourth edition.  

Dr. Weston currently teaches Philosophy and Environmental Studies at Elon 

University in North Carolina. Born in southwestern Wisconsin, Dr. Weston has earned 

degrees from Macalester College and a Ph.D in Philosophy from the University of 

Michigan. He has taught at Vassar College and SUNY-Stony Brook prior to his current 

position, and has been honored with the 2002 Daniels-Danieley Award for Excellence in 

Teaching and the 2007 Distinguished Scholar Award.1  Philosophically, Weston was 

significantly influenced by the pragmatic social philosophy of John Dewey.2  

Dr. Weston has written a number “of primers in critical thinking and ethical 

practice”3 including A Rulebook for Arguments (Hacket Publishing, 1986), A Workbook 

for Arguments (Hackett, 2011), Creativity for Critical Thinkers (Oxford Press, 2007), and 

Creative Problem-Solving in Ethics (Oxford, 2007).  He is also a prolific writer of essays, 

with particular emphasis in philosophy of education and space exploration including 

“Beyond Intrinsic Value: Pragmatism in Environmental Ethics” (1985) and “Uncovering 

the Hidden Curriculum: A Laboratory Course in Philosophy of Education” (1991).4  

 

 
	

1	“Elon University Faculty & Staff Profile: Anthony Weston,” 
https://www.elon.edu/e/directory/profile.html?user=weston	
2	“Anthony Weston,” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Weston	
3	Ibid	
4	Ibid	
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Synopsis 

Weston, in A Rulebook for Arguments, identifies nine categories of rules that 

develop a strong statement of persuasion.  In each category, specific rules are given and 

briefly described.  This text gives the reader tools to consider arguments from different 

sides, develop a position based on the facts and logic, and articulate the position with 

clarity and accuracy. 

In the first section, the author describes the importance of identifying the premises 

and conclusions of the argument, the organizational flow of the argument, the accuracy of 

the premises and the need for consistent substance, based on concrete and concise 

arguments (1-7).   

Weston insists his readers ensure accurate information by including multiple 

examples that are representative of the specific population. Furthermore, in presentation 

of statistics, the presenter ensure the statistics present an accurate picture, and give 

applicable background information that may contrast with the desired outcome. The 

importance of informed, impartial sources also received significant attention (9, 23).  

In arguments about causes, correlations may have significant influence on an 

argument; however, one must recognize that correlations may have alternative 

explanations.  In forming an argument, the person must work towards the most likely 

explanation and expect complexity in the argument (31-36). 

In deductive arguments, if all the premises are true, then the conclusion must be true 

as well (37).  Modus ponens, modus tollens, hypothetical syllogism, disjunctive syllogism, 

and dilemma are all valid deductive arguments explained within the text.  At times, 
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deductive arguments are formed in several complex steps that draw a conclusion based 

on many premises (37-45). 

In the second section of the text, Weston explores extended arguments in which the 

issue is explored from multiple viewpoints and the ideas are well organized as an 

argument. Premises within the larger argument may also need to be defended.  As the 

argument is being developed, objections and alternatives must be considered and 

addressed (49-56).  

In writing argumentative essays, the author exhorts the person to quickly make the 

claim or proposal, then summarize the basic argument, present objections and explain 

each.  Finally, feedback regarding the essay and argument are always beneficial in 

improving the statement and defense (59-64). 

In public speaking, the orator should connect with and engage the audience, give 

them time and mechanisms to understand the argument, and offer a positive viewpoint 

throughout the speech. (67-70). 

Evaluation 

In review, this text presents itself as a list of rules for arguments with limited 

explanations on each.  In this respect, Weston concisely and appropriately met his goal.  

This book serves primarily as a reference book, and although not particularly enjoyable to 

read, it is informative and beneficial for research and the development of strong, 

persuasive arguments. 
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