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Introduction 

Throughout history, believers have sought to know the will of God, to walk in the 

footsteps ordained by God, and to know the blessing of his guidance.  Those who have 

not sought His will have experienced tremendous turmoil, failure and even catastrophic 

loss. 

In the few short months after the death of their famed and God-fearing leader Moses, 

the people of Israel and their new leader Joshua saw tremendous miracles performed by 

God on their behalf.  When the vast nation approached the Jordan River, the Lord 

miraculously allowed the people to pass across on dry land.  Then, through what could 

only be described as a bizarre exercise plan, the Lord completely destroyed the first 

major city of the Promised Land, Jericho. Yet, in spite of these great victories, great 

defeat would soon follow. 

In the seventh chapter of his book, Joshua, fresh from the victory at Jericho, sent 

spies to assess the strength of their next target, the city of Ai.  The spies returned with a 

recommended plan of battle, and Joshua quickly commenced.  Scripture records a 

devastating rout by the army of Ai.  Not only were a number of Israelites killed, but the 

emotional panic further decimated the hopes of the nation.  In desperation, Joshua 

humbled himself before the Lord and discovered that a Holy God would not fight for a 

nation harboring sin.  Once the sin and the sinner were identified and punished, and the 

nation repented before God, the Lord once again provided guidance, direction and 

victory.1 

	
1	Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are taken from the English Standard 
Version, (ESV) (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2001).	



	 2 

For those in positions of leadership, they must know the will of God, not only for 

their personal lives, but also for the organization and its members. This paper seeks to 

determine both a Biblical and theological understanding of what it is to discern the will of 

God.   

Terms 

Throughout this paper, the will of God will be search out, examined and considered. 

In this context, the will of God could be described as his desire, his plan or that which he 

seeks.   

A second term, Calvinism, though familiar to theologians, is less understood by the 

general population, and even within theological circles, many variations exist.  Calvinism 

can most easily be described through the mnemonic device “T-U-L-I-P.” Charles Clauser 

described Calvinism as follows: 

Calvin believed in the complete sovereignty of God.  Man has no choice with regard 
to election and salvation.  Man exists (1) Totally depraved.  He was born completely 
sinful and corrupted.  Salvation (2) becomes a matter of Unconditional election apart 
from human endeavor or divine knowledge.  Election has a dual predestination – 
some will be saved, others will be condemned.  Christ’s work on the cross (3) was 
Limited atonement, received only by those elected to salvation.  The doctrine of 
Irresistible grace says the elect will be saved, whether or not they desire salvation.  
The Holy Spirit will irresistibly draw them to Christ.  (5) Perseverance of the saints 
describes the doctrine that says they will never be lost.2 

 
Although this definition does provide the framework for Calvinism, it must be noted that, 

even among Christians who generally hold to Calvinism, a variety of views exist on each 

of the five components described above.  

 

	
2 Charles T. Clauser, "The Will of God in Mission According to the use of the Word 
Predestined." Asian Journal of Pentecostal Studies 13, no. 2 (July 2010), 170. 
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Assumptions 

In any discussion, a foundation of assumptions must be laid to ensure understanding 

of both the author and his purpose.  For this paper, the existence of a Triune God and the 

acknowledgement that the Bible is His holy and sacred word are both foundational 

assumptions.  Furthermore, it is assumed that through a straightforward reading of the 

Word of God, one can begin to understand both the person and works of God in the lives 

of the Biblical characters and by extension, those who are called by Him today.   

Analysis of the Scriptures 

Numerous passages throughout scripture show that God has a will for his people. In 

the twenty-ninth chapter of Jeremiah, the prophet of God sent letters to the Jewish people 

living in Babylon to encourage them to make lives for themselves while in captivity. Yet 

God promised through Jeremiah that after a seventy-year captivity, the Lord would return. 

Verse 11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). In this 

promise to the children of Israel, the scripture shows that God does have a plan with 

desired outcomes.  The author of Proverbs reiterates this understanding of a plan, but 

includes a negative for those who are evil when it says “The LORD has made everything 

for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble” (Proverbs 16:4).  

The first few chapters of Exodus describe the prologue to the account of Moses 

leading the Israelites out of captivity in Egypt.  As God was instructing Moses in how he 

would free his people, God made a very interesting statement. Exodus 4:21 says “And the 

Lord said to Moses, ‘When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the 

miracles that I have put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let 
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the people go.’” Clearly in this passage, it is not only God’s will that his people come out 

of Egypt, but he also changes Pharaoh’s will to ensure His plan is carried out. 

This thought is further expounded in the theologically challenging ninth chapter of 

Romans.   

What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says 
to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on 
God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be 
proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he 
hardens whomever he wills (Romans 9:14-18). 

 
This passage emphasizes that God’s will shall be accomplished regardless of what 

mankind tries or plans to do.  As seen in the previous passage from Exodus, God’s direct 

influence on human will or decisions is specific, as in the case of hardening Pharaoh’s 

heart to produce a reaction that God would judge.  In Romans 9, Paul asks a rhetorical 

question. 

You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 
But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to 
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for 
dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his 
power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, in 
order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has 
prepared beforehand for glory— even us whom he has called, not from the Jews 
only but also from the Gentiles? (Romans 9:19-24). 
 

As the Divine Creator, God has ultimate privilege in how he responds to his creation. His 

ultimate purpose is the demonstration of his glory.   Therefore, in determining God’s will, 

one should look to what will bring him ultimate glory.  

Throughout the book by his name, Job constantly wrestled with the will of God, 

particularly how it could be God’s will for him to suffer without what he felt was just 
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cause.  In his response to the awesome presentation of Almighty God, Job responds with 

utter humility and surrender.  Job 42 says, “Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I 

know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is 

this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not 

understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know” (Job 42:1-3). It is also 

clear that Job understood that the will of God shall be accomplished, even when his will 

is beyond human comprehension. 

Psalm 23 is perhaps one of the most well known passages of scripture for its lyrical 

beauty and comfort.  Verse 3 says “He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s 

sake.” (Psalm 23:3).  Keller, a shepherd by trade, explains how sheep tend to follow paths 

by habit and if they are not properly led, they will destroy their own food supply. Keller 

concludes, “there must be a predetermined plan of action, a deliberate, planned rotation 

from one grazing ground to another in line with right and proper principles of sound 

management.  This is precisely the sort of action and the idea David had in mind when he 

spoke of being led in paths of righteousness.”3  When the believer follows the direction of 

the Lord, he or she will be led to protection and plentiful food in the presence of the 

Almighty. 

Scripture also gives numerous examples of specific behaviors or attitudes that are the 

will of God.  In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, the apostle Paul declares that it is God’s will for 

believers to give thanks in every circumstance.  In chapter four of the same epistle, Paul 

calls the Thessalonians to be sanctified and holy in sexual purity (4:3). The author of 

Hebrews concludes his letter with a benediction “now may the God of peace…equip you 

	
3	W. Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 
Publishing Company, 1970), 71. 
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with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 

sight through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” (20-21). 

Indeed, in chapter ten, the author of Hebrews emphasizes the benefits of following the 

will of God, “…so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is 

promised” (10:36). In the book of Micah, the prophet considers the desires of God 

through his question: “With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before 

God on high?  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will 

the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I 

give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” Then 

he answers his own question with the following answer. “He has told you, O man, what is 

good: and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness and 

to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:6-8).  

Furthermore, the work of the Holy Spirit is seen through the fruit demonstrated in 

the lives of believers. Galatians 5:22-23 records the characteristics of a life under the 

control of the Holy Spirit and committed to the will of God:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law.”   

From scripture, the believer can clearly see that God has specific behaviors and 

attitudes that he desires each person to exhibit, and these desires are considered the will 

of God. Yet there are also specific examples of God leading in circumstances. His will 

can be general as well as specific. 
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Review of the Literature 

Overview of Theological Positions 

In his article, “God's Will Or God's Desires for Us: A Change in Worldview,” 

Bracken evaluates two different understandings of God’s will.  The first, espoused by 

Charles Jackson and accepted by many believers throughout the world, says that God’s 

will is specific and would indicate it is best to “take one course of action rather than 

another.”4  In contrast, Bracken points to Ignatius of Loyola who seemed to hold that 

God’s desires are simply “to do good and avoid evil.”5  Bracken also subscribes to the 

view that places “heavier stress on God’s desires than on God’s specific will for human 

beings and for the cosmic process as a whole.”6 After an analysis of Alfred North 

Whitehead’s metaphysics, Bracken suggests that God does not exert final control over 

every event, but persuades in every individual event.  He states,  

God does not maintain order within the old of creation by making things happen one 
way rather than another… God maintains order by continually reconfiguring the 
pattern of finite events within the world of reaction in terms of divine final causality.  
Thus, while creatures… have the final say in terms of what de facto happens within 
the world of creation, God has the final say in terms of what it all means both for the 
present and for the future.7 

 
Therefore, Bracken sees God’s will not as a specific plan for one’s life, but as desires that 

he persuades persons to follow. 

In his article “No Secret Plan: Why You Don’t Have to Find God’s Will for your 

Life”, Phillip Cary explains that God’s will is not specific in terms of what a person 

should do day by day, but general in that he should follow the commands of God.  Cary 

	
4 Joseph A. Bracken, "God's Will Or God's Desires for Us: A Change in Worldview?" 
Theological Studies 71, no. 1 (2010), 62. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid, 64. 
7 Ibid, 77. 
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insists that although a person can sin against God and therefore act against his will or 

desires, an individual cannot overcome the sovereign providence of God. Cary describes 

the will of God in terms of the commands of God such as justice, kindness and humility 

before God as found in Micah 6:8 or the first and greatest commandment from 

Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:18 and Matthew 22:37-39. Cary argues that believers 

should seek to gain wisdom through scripture and, through that wisdom, determine the 

best course of action in each situation.8 

In contrast to the previous authors, Richard Muller and Paul Helm approach 

theological issues through a Calvinistic worldview and as such see a sovereign God 

thoroughly involved in the events of history and mankind. 

Muller considers Morse Amyraut’s understanding of two wills (a conditional will 

and an absolute will) in comparison to John Calvin’s understanding of God’s simple will 

with variations in how his will is accomplished.  In his research, Muller explains the two 

possibilities of salvation, namely that it is offered universally or that it is only offered to 

the elect.  Amyraut sees in scripture and in the writings of John Calvin both a universal 

desire that all mankind comes to Christ in salvation and a limited will that only the elect 

are saved.  Muller argues that Calvin more than likely held to varieties in “the manner of 

execution of the simple will of God.”9 If indeed, as Muller believes Calvin to have stated, 

there is a simple will of God that always occurs as God has prescribed in salvation, then it 

is reasonable to argue that God’s will is specific and every event is therefore controlled 

and dictated by God.   

	
8 Phillip Cary, "No Secret Plan: Why You Don't have to 'Find' God's Will for Your Life." 
The Christian Century 127, no. 20 (May 2010), 21. 
9 Richard A. Muller, "A Tale of Two Wills?: Calvin and Amyraut on Ezekiel 18:23." 
Calvin Theological Journal 44, no. 2 (November 2009), 223. 
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In his review of Reformed Thought on Freedom, Paul Helm describes the “primacy 

given by the Reformed to the divine decree, which does not merely enable human free 

actions to occur, but ordains which actions shall occur.”10 Yet he further articulates that 

while mankind cannot choose apart from the grace of God, he also recognizes a degree of 

choice given through grace. 

Blackaby, in his book “Created to Be God’s Friend,” places the initiation of any 

relationship wholly in the hands of God.11 Abram was called by God in Mesopotamia and 

given was given specific instructions as they were needed, although he was certainly not 

given the entire journey beforehand. Instead, Abraham had to live by faith, knowing that 

God would direct according to his purpose.  As another examples, Blackaby points to 

Samuel was also called by God for a specific purpose as a young child, both to call out 

the house of Eli and to lead the people of Israel.   

In “The Frustration of Wisdom,” the author explores how the Lord influenced the 

decisions of Absalom, son of King David and challenger to his throne.  As Park shows, 

the seemingly wise advise given by Hushai to firmly secure the nation under Absalom’s 

leadership before attacking David was actually used by God to bring about Absalom’s 

downfall.  Park quotes from 2 Samuel 17:14 which records, “And Absalom and all the 

men of Israel said, “The counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the counsel of 

Ahithophel.” For the Lord had ordained to defeat the good counsel of Ahithophel, so that 

the Lord might bring harm upon Absalom.” In this case, the Lord clearly had a specific 

will that he fulfilled through the scheming of men. 

	
10 Paul Helm, "Reformed Thought on Freedom: Some Further Thoughts." Journal of 
Reformed Theology 4, no. 3 (2010), 186. 
11 Henry T. Blackaby, Created to be God's Friend: How God Shapes Those He Loves. 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), 42. 
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Vacek, a scholar in the Catholic tradition, explores whether God’s will is even 

knowable and if it is discernible in conflicting circumstances, while also considering why 

it is difficult to know the will of God.  In his research, many of the great theologians of 

the past would consider it impossible to “connect God to any decision” because of his 

transcendence.12  Yet these theologians also recognize the general will or desires of God 

through scripture. Vacek summarized the writings of John Dunne in this: “He writes that 

when in prayer he seeks what to do, he hears no answer. He does, however, receive from 

the prayerful experience of God’s presence the courage and freedom to make his own 

agonizing decision.”13 Further in the article, Vacek suggests that each person must have a 

loving relationship with God and make choices consistent with that love and his or her 

respective position in life.14 

Vacek notes that throughout history, different mechanisms have been used to 

determine God’s will.  The early church used lots to determine who would be an apostle. 

Others have used circumstances to indicate God’s leading. Still others have used reason 

and logic as their primary means of interpreting the will of God. Finally, Vacek indicates 

that others use intuition guided by their understanding of the scriptures and their love of 

God.  Vacek suggests that each of these could be beneficial in understanding the mind of 

God.15 

Laura Vander Velden provides an in depth analysis of the Providence of God as 

understood through the great Swiss reformed theologian, Karl Barth. Barth saw Genesis 

	
12 Edward Collins Vacek, "Discernment within a Mutual Love Relationship with God: A 
New Theological Foundation." Theological Studies 74, no. 3 (September 2013), 685. 
13 Ibid, 687. 
14 Ibid, 689. 
15 Ibid, 691-692. 
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22:14 “as the source of the term providence, referring to the divine provision of the 

animal sacrifice in place of Abram’s son, Isaac.  Elohim Jireh, God is Provider, is the 

name of God used at this point, denoting that God’s providence does not merely consist 

of foreknowledge, but is actually the active working of God himself in the world of 

humanity.”16  He further states that God governs every aspect of history according to his 

own will. 

In considering Barth’s understanding of providence, Velden recognizes the potential 

to blame God for all sin and evil in the world.  She states the following: 

Though it may at times be difficult to see the providential hand of God in much of 
creaturely history, and while it seems appealing at times to attempt an exoneration of 
divine liability from events which simply seem contrary to the will of a loving Lord, 
to do so would be to malign the absolute sovereignty of the Father and to deny the 
reality of Son’s and Spirit’s work on earth.17 
 

She further argues that instead of blame God for circumstances, the believer should be 

comforted in the knowledge that God will be glorified through even the most difficult of 

circumstances.18  Barth then sees the will of God as that which will be played out in the 

life of the believer through circumstances and life events. 

Evaluating the General Will or Desires of God  

As Bracken, Cary and other authors have suggested, and is evident throughout the 

scriptures, there is a general will of God; characteristics that define a believer and bring 

pleasure to the Lord.  

	
16 Laura Vander Velden, "Karl Barth and the Doctrine of Providence," Didaskalia 
(Otterburne, Man.) 20 (September 2009), 43. 
17 Ibid, 56 
18 Ibid. 
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Much of the literature addresses the spiritual disciplines, defined by Donald Whitney 

as “the scriptural ways Christians discipline themselves in obedience to”19 1 Timothy 

4:7b, which reads “Train yourself for godliness.”  The spiritual disciplines then are those 

disciplines or exercises that bring about spiritual growth.  He identifies disciplines that 

bring about spiritual growth and can be categorized as the desires of God.  

In his first two chapters, Whitney emphasizes the importance of actively listening,20 

thoroughly studying, memorizing and meditating on the Word of God.  In this way, the 

believer is saturating him or herself with the Truth. Significant emphasis was also placed 

on both prayer and worship.  The apostle Paul, in Colossians 4:2, encourages the reader 

to “continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving,” and 1 

Thessalonians 5:17 says to “pray without ceasing.”  Whitney draws a connection between 

prayer and meditation and suggests that meditation on the Word will also bring about 

prayer.21 Worship can be defined as focusing the heart and mind upon God and 

responding to Him in adoration, repentance, surrender, and obedience.22  Through 

worship, the believer comes face to face with God and is changed more into the image of 

Christ.  

Evangelism is identified as another spiritual discipline, and is demonstrated in the 

Great Commission of Matthew 28 as well as the actions of the apostles throughout the 

	
19 Donald Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, (Colorado Springs, CO: 
NavPress, 1991), 16. 
20 This should be understood as the use of the ears in auditory listening. It is suggested 
that using the ears in auditory listening provides greater and deeper penetration into the 
mind and soul. 
21 Donald Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life. (Colorado Springs, CO: 
NavPress, 1991), 71. 
22 Ibid, 86. 
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book of Acts and the broader New Testament.23  Whitney also identifies serving,24 

stewardship,25 fasting,26 silence and solitude,27 journaling,28 and learning29 as disciplines 

that bring about spiritual growth. 

Kent Hughes approaches the desires of God through the eyes of a pastor when he 

articulates the true definitions of success in ministry as seen in scripture.  1 Corinthians 

4:1-2 shows the importance of faithfulness when it says, “This is how one should regard 

us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  Moreover, it is required of 

stewards that they be found faithful.” As with Donald Whitney, Kent Hughes also 

emphasizes the importance of serving.  In the account recorded in John 13, Jesus and his 

disciples were gathered for supper.  Jesus removed his outer garments, took the role of 

the lowest of servants and began to wash the feet of his disciples.  In this, Jesus 

demonstrated humble service. Yet humble service is not always present within the church.   

In his review of “Humble Leadership: Being Radically Open to God’s Guidance and 

Grace” by N. Graham Standish, Jinkins noted that congregations were asked to identify 

that quality which seemed most absent and yet important in pastoral leadership.  The 

most prominent answer given was humility.30  Many of these congregations sensed that 

pastors led in an autocratic manner to accomplish the vision of the leadership.  

	
23 Ibid, 100. 
24 Ibid, 115. 
25 Ibid, 131.	
26	Donald Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life. (Colorado Springs, CO: 
NavPress, 1991), 159. 
27 Ibid, 181. 
28 Ibid, 205. 
29 Ibid, 223. 
30 Michael Jinkins, "Humble leadership: being radically open to God's guidance and 
grace." The Christian Century 124, no. 20 (2007), 41. 
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Respondents instead want to see the pastor recognize God’s work in the congregation and 

follow His lead.   

Several authors emphasized the importance of prayer in the development of a godly 

person.  In an account of personal experience, Bob Cole explains how prayer helped 

strengthen his faith.31 In “Praying for Your Job,” authors Towns and Earley encourages 

believers to pray for themselves in relation to their employment, asking God to make 

them godly servants and Christ-like examples to their coworkers.32 In Clausen’s research, 

he showed how prayer can lead to the spiritual growth of the local congregation.33 In his 

research, Casiday also showed the importance of prayer in spiritual development.34 

Finally, in seeking the general will of God, the believer must understand the need for 

complete surrender before the Lord. Gordon MacDonald emphasized the importance of 

surrender before God to determine His will for the local congregation.  In many churches, 

decisions are made based on the opinions of senior adults, life-time members, the 

perceived needs of the youth, or the vision of the new pastor.  MacDonald encourages all 

participants to know the Word of God and seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit.35     

Evaluating the Specific Will of God  

Thus far, the general desires of God have been considered, that which, when done or 

lived brings glory to God.  However, these principles do not often address specific 

	
31 Bob Cole, Gems for the Journey. (Tallahassee, FL: Cole & Company, 2005), 37. 
32 Elmer L. Towns and Dave Earley, Praying for Your Job. (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny 
Image Publishers Inc, 2011), 79. 
33 Matthew J Clausen, The Lord's Prayer: A Model for Small Group Prayer (St. Paul, 
MN: Bethel Seminary, 2014), 94. 
34 H. Warren Casiday, Developing a Healthy Prayer Life (Charlotte, NC: Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary, 2003), 20. 
35 Gordon MacDonald, Who Stole My Church? (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 
2007), 15-18.	
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opportunities or decisions that the believer will face throughout life.  How then shall a 

believer determine God’s will in specific circumstances? 

In his dissertation, Robert McDougal describes the importance of the Holy Spirit in 

determining the will of God.36 Through the Holy Spirit, believers receive comfort, 

direction and strength to do the will of God. John 14:16 says, “And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever.” In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit 

came upon the disciples and gave them the words to speak,37 direction in mission,38 and 

courage.39  

In his book, “Spiritual Leadership,” Henry Blackaby considers the importance of 

knowing and following the will of God.  “Today’s leaders need help in knowing how to 

exert an influence that is according to God’s will.”40  He argues that leaders must seek to 

follow the will of God, not merely the personal or preferred ideals of the leader.  While 

his emphasis is clearly upon those who are in a spiritual leadership position, the 

principles and biblical truth he identifies are applicable to any believer seeking the will of 

God. To establish contrast, Blackaby identifies circumstances that are often 

misinterpreted as the will of God, yet prove to be harmful to individuals and 

organizations. At times, believers have wrongly concluded that because an opportunity 

has been presented, it must therefore be the will of God.41  Others have mistaken 

	
36	Robert McDougal, A Comprehensive Discipleship Strategy for First Baptist Church of 
Donie, Texas. (Kansas City, MO: Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2015), 39. 
37 Acts 4:8 
38 Acts 16:6 
39 Acts 4:13 
40 Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby. Spiritual Leadership. (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001), 19. 
41 Ibid, 57. 
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perceived needs or available resources as the will of God.42  Still others have assumed 

that personal desires and drives must be given by God and are therefore his will.43  

Blackaby instead recommends that the person seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

through prayer, the word of God, advise of other mature believers, and, circumstances.44 

All of this must be done in a spirit of humility and a willingness to learn.45  

In his dissertation Developing Personal Ministry Vision, author Danny Parker 

creates a methodology of testing how God is leading in the believer’s life to create a 

personal ministry roadmap.  In this method, personality types, spiritual gifting and 

personal preferences were all evaluated to help determine God’s specific will in the lives 

of these local believers.  He also considered ministry opportunities, individual strengths 

and weaknesses, as well as personal opportunities and threats.46 

Throughout this paper, many viewpoints have been considered and many spiritual 

qualities and disciplines have been identified.  As seen in the example of Joshua and the 

Israelites at Ai, for a person to know the will of God, he or she must be righteous before a 

holy God.  Obviously, no one is righteous in and of themselves, yet through Christ, and 

with repentance, the believer can experience the righteousness of Christ.  Additionally, 

the believer must be living according to the commands and precepts of the Word of God.  

Secondly, the believer should seek to live the general desires of God.  This is possible 

only through the daily surrender to the Holy Spirit who transforms believers and 

	
42 Ibid, 61-63.	
43 Henry Blackaby and Richard Blackaby. Spiritual Leadership. (Nashville, TN: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001), 67. 
44 Ibid, 179-185. 
45 Ibid, 185. 
46 Danny R. Parker, Developing personal ministry vision based on a God-centered life 
analysis at First Baptist Church of Dighton, Kansas. (Kansas City, MO: Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010), xi. 
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produces the fruit of God.  Third, the believer must be thoroughly and daily grounded in 

the Word of God.  Through this daily pursuit in the scriptures, the believer is conformed 

more to the image of God and better understands his will and objectives.  Fourth, as was 

strongly emphasized by nearly every author, the believer must bathe every decision in 

prayer and humbly wait for the answer according to the timing of the Lord.  Prayer not 

only makes the believer’s heart known to God, but it reinforces to the believer the need 

for complete reliance on the Lord. Fifth, believers should seek the counsel of mature and 

trusted believers to provide insight into what God may be doing.  Finally, and of least 

consequence, believers should examine circumstances to help determine what God may 

be doing.  Through these things, the believer can prepare his or her heart and mind to 

know the will of God in a particular circumstance, and seek to bring glory to His name.  

Implications 

Theological Implications 

The purpose of this paper is to determine what it means to be the will of God and 

how that will is played out in the life of the believer.  Yet, the answers to these questions 

are rooted in the individual’s theological understanding of scripture. 

Certainly, the vast majority of the church throughout history has believed in the 

general desires of God throughout scripture.  Indeed, scripture is quite clear that certain 

behaviors, attitudes, and actions are expected in the life of a true believer.  A lifestyle of 

prayer, saturation on the word of God, service to God and mankind, genuine worship of 

God and an exhibition of the fruit of the Spirit all demonstrate the will of God in the life 

of the believer.  Yet, universal agreement as to what constitutes God’s will ceases after 

this point. 
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Some, like Bracken and Cary hold that there is no specific will of God.  In contrast, 

those from a reformed or Calvinist perspective see God’s will as extremely specific in 

every life and circumstance.  In the worldview of reformed theologian Karl Barth and 

others like him, God ordains every action. God’s will then is worked out through 

everyday events and cannot be resisted or defeated. 

In contrast to these two polar viewpoints, in which there either is no specific will or 

there is only a specific will of God, others believe that his will, though not forced or 

coerced, is discerned through a combination of prayer, a deep relationship with the Lord, 

the Word of God, counsel of godly mentors, and life circumstances. 

As with many issues in scripture, the answer to the question of God’s will depends 

wholly on the believer’s theological understanding of God, his purpose, his work, and his 

sovereignty.  

Conclusion 

This author of this paper does not classify himself as reformed or Calvinist, yet he 

appreciates the emphasis placed on the sovereignty of and all-powerful, all-knowing God. 

Furthermore, life experience as taught him that God does indeed lead and guide in the life 

of a believer.  In scripture, the general desires of God are clearly described and do 

demonstrate, when present in a person, the work of God.  Furthermore, based on personal 

theological conviction, there is a specific will of God for each and every believer.  This 

will is worked out in the life of a believer through circumstances brought about by God.  

At times, when decisions are required, God makes his will known through prayer, 

scripture, wisdom of godly mentors, and life circumstances.   
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In the final chapter of Job, the author comes to grasp the greatness of God and his 

plan.  In discerning the will of God, every believer will eventually come to fully 

understand what Job felt and meant in his closing statement in 42:1-5: 

Then Job answered the LORD and said: ‘I know that you can do all things, and that 
no purpose of yours can be thwarted. ‘Who is this that hides counsel without 
knowledge?’ Therefore, I have uttered what I did not understand, things too 
wonderful for me, which I did not know.  ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, 
and you make it known to me.’ I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees you.” 
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