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Introduction 

Exegetical Fallacies, by Dr. D.A. Carson, was developed from materials crafted for 

a Lectureship at Western Conservative Baptist Seminary in Oregon and was originally 

published in 1984 (13).  Twelve years later, a second edition was released with updated 

illustrations and expanded discussion on presuppositional and historical fallacies.  Baker 

Academic, a division of the Baker Publishing Group of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

published both editions (11). 

Dr. D.A. Carson currently serves at Trinity International University in Deerfield 

Illinois as Research Professor of New Testament.  Previously, he taught at Northwest 

Baptist Theological College, Richmond College and Central Baptist College. Canadian 

by birth, he earned degrees from McGill University, Central Baptist Seminary of Toronto, 

and a Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge.1 

Dr. Carson has written more than fifty texts including Exegetical Fallacies (Baker 

1984), A Call to Spiritual Reformation (Baker 1992), and The Gagging of God: 

Christianity Confronts Pluralism (Zondervan 1996). He coauthored An Introduction to 

the New Testament and edited Biblical Greek Languages and Linguistics (Sheffield 

Academic Press 1993), New Studies in Biblical Theology (IVP), Pillar New Testament 

Commentary (Eerdmans), and Studies in Biblical Greek (Peter Lang) among others.2 

In addition to his extensive writings, Dr. Carson is a founding member and current 

president of The Gospel Coalition, a network of reformed churches that “encourages and 

educates current and next generation Christian leaders by advocating gospel-centered 

	
1 “Trinity International University Faculty: D.A. Carson,” http://divinity.tiu.edu/academics/faculty/d-a-
carson-phd/ 
2 “The Gospel Coalition: D A Carson Publications,” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/pages/d-a-carson-
publications 



 3 

principles and practices that glorify the Savior and do good” for the church.3  Through 

this venue and others, Carson challenges believers to further the work of Christ through 

the church. 

Synopsis 

Carson, in Exegetical Fallacies, identifies four broad types of fallacies often 

encountered in academic writing with Scripture as its subject.  In each, the author 

critiques specific examples, articulates the type of fallacy, and explains the rational for 

his criticism.  

In his chapter of introduction, Carson articulates the importance of accurately 

understanding the mind of God when studying scripture. Carson explains, “By exposing 

our exegetical fallacies, we may become better practitioners of critical exegesis.  Careful 

handling of the Bible will enable us to ‘hear’ it a little better,” (17).  Only through 

accurate understanding of the Word can the believer truly and fully allow it to transform 

lives. 

First, word study fallacies are a common series of errors found in preaching and 

academic writing.  In root fallacies, the researcher wrongly assumes that the etymology 

or history of the word always dictates its meaning (28).  In semantic anachronism and 

semantic obsolescence, words used may have changed meaning over time or are no 

longer used (33-37).  These changes are often not reflected in the interpretation, thus 

creating the fallacy. Other fallacies appear when the researcher makes an interpretation 

based on a faulty or incomplete understanding of the culture, language or mentality of the 

original audience (41-44). Further fallacies appear when the researcher artificially 

	
3 “The Gospel Coalition: About Us,” https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/about/overview 
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narrows or expands the possible usage of the word in the culture and time of writing (55-

60). 

Grammatical fallacies, the second in Dr. Carson’s text, are present primarily from a 

lack of understanding of the syntax of the original language.  Examples are given of 

fallacies that improperly use the first person aorist subjunctive (73), the middle voice (75), 

conditionals (77), articles (79) and tenses (84). 

Unlike word or grammar fallacies that occur with a misunderstanding of the 

language or cultural, logical fallacies fail to produce the correct interpretation based on 

the evidence presented.  Logical fallacies include a failure to recognize distinctions (92), 

an appeal to selective evidence (93), improperly handled syllogisms (94), negative 

inferences (101), world view confusion (103), generalization or overspecialization (108) 

and the non sequitur (117).  

In his chapter on historical and presuppositional fallacies, Carson describes many 

ways in which the researcher’s culture and biases influence his or her understanding of 

the text (125).   

Evaluation 

In review, this text presents a wide variety of fallacies, many of which the author of 

this paper has recognized in other works and sermons.  Furthermore, the study of each 

was fascinating.  However, without training in the original languages, much of the 

examples presented in the first two sections proved difficult to follow in detail.  Any 

negative comments regarding this text would be better directed at the inability of the 

reader instead of the nature of the work or the knowledge of the author. 
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